
earth Healer
  The Official Newsletter of Gaia Community,

An Earth-Based, Pagan, Unitarian Universalist Congregation in Kansas City

Excellence in Ritual
Want to be a Gaia Community ritualist?  Want to 

learn  more  about  co-creating  ritual?   The  Excellence  in 
Ritual  class,  a  prerequisite for joining Gaia's  ritual  teams, 
begins on Wednesday, March 16th.  In this eight-week class, 
you'll  learn ritual  techniques and philosophies,  community 
history, and how our ritual is made.  

Class will run each Wednesday for eight weeks from 
7p to 10p at SMUUCh.  After eight weeks of participatory 
class-time,  students  will  work  with  current  ritual  teams 
members to get hands-on experience creating and presenting 
Sunday services.  Finally, the Excellence in Ritual class will 
design and present a Sunday ritual on July 31st.  

Successful completion of this class is a requirement 
for joining Ritual Teams, but you need not be an aspiring 
ritualist to take the class.  The class fee is $35 for current 
Gaia Community members, and $50 for non-members.  For 
more  information,  or  to  sign  up  for  the  class,  contact 
Kimberly at   eir@gaiacommunity.com  .  

Patron Search 2011 is on!
Want to help choose Gaia Community's next patron 

of  the  year?   We  are  currently  accepting  nominations  of 
deities,  archetypes, or  other powers that  our members and 
friends think would provide guidance and direction for the 
community in the year to come.  You can nominate in person 
until Spring Equinox, or you can nominate by email with a 
note to featherynscale@gmail.com. Include the name of the 
power  you're  nominating,  a  little  bit  of  information about 
them, and why you think they'd be good for Gaia.  

We  will  accept  up  to  24  nominations;  as  of  this 
writing we have Ace of Wands, Apple, Athena, Bill and Ted, 
Danu,  Freyr,  Ganesha,  Hephaestus,  Kokopelli,  Oak  Tree, 
Rabbit,  Ronnie  James  Dio,  Sowilo,  Tara,  Amaterasu, 
Squirrel, Eos, and Parvati.   

- Ritual Teams

Environmental Events 
As the  weather  warms  up,  we'd  like  to  keep  you 

advised of several events coming up that can help you keep 
in practice with your environmental work.

First, the Blue River Rescue is coming on the first 
Saturday in April. A Gaia tradition for years, we always try 
to send a sizable contingent of adults and kids to dig in the 
mud, find treasures (okay, mostly trash), and try not to fall in 
the  river.  The  event  convenes  at  8  AM  on  April  2nd at 
Lakeside  Nature  Center,  4701  Gregory  in  Swope  Park, 
KCMO. The actual cleanup starts at 9 AM, then breaks for 
lunch and new areas are picked for the afternoon, so if you 
don't want to get up early, that's okay too! More information 
is available for the next few Sundays at the Greeter's Table. 

Also  coming  in  April  will  be  the  Earth  Walk  on 
Saturday the 16th at Theis Park, “Get Your Green On” at City 
Market  on April  9th,  and Green NOW at  the Kansas  City 
Kansas  Community  College  Field  House.   We're  also 
thinking about seeing if anybody wants to network with the 
Green  Drinks  KC  Meetup  group.  If  you'd  like  more 
information or know of other events,  please contact us at 
sj@gaiacommunity.org or visit http://bridgingthegap.org. 

– Social Justice

Elections are in April!
Remember that our annual elections are held at the 

Ritual for Business in April, starting at 9:30 AM sharp. More 
information on candidates should be available next month.

– Nom Com
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All Sunday activities take place at Shawnee Mission 
UU Church; 7725 W. 87th St., Overland Park, KS 

(near 87th & Metcalf) and begin at 4 P.M. 
unless otherwise noted.
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 Gaia About Town
Voices of Gaia (almost every week before ritual, at SMUUCH): Voices of Gaia is Gaia Community's choir.  We sing pagan chants and songs, usually with harmony parts, for rituals and other events.  We meet Sundays from 2-3:30 p.m. downstairs at SMUUCH.  We are once again welcoming singers of all voice parts, though the majority of our core group is currently female.  Our primary requirement is that you can match pitch, though some familiarity with reading music is useful.  If you have questions, please contact Kitty Degle

Voices of Gaia and Sacred Rhythms are on hiatus. If anyone is still interested in Storytelling, they should contact Andrew.

New Member Class will be offered by request for the near future. Please contact Devin or Jamie at membership@gaiacommunity.org or in 
person for more information.

Ritual Teams Meeting (3/3, 7:00 PM, at SMUUCH): All active ritualists must attend at least one meeting a quarter; please contact Jamie, the 
Ritual Teams Coordinator, at rtc@gaiacommunity.org or in person if you have questions or wish to provide feedback about how a 
Sunday service went. As always, any member of the congregation may help with any particular ritual, so if you have an interest, let any 
ritualist know (they have blue ribbons on their nametags)! 

Craft Circle (3/5, 1-5 PM): Craft Circle will be held at David and Kimberly's house. Their address is 1306 E. 118th St. in KCMO. Any 
project you have or craft you'd like to share with the group is welcome! 

Social Justice Committee Meeting will resume having meetings this month; the next scheduled activity will be the spring environmental 
challenges, such as Blue River Rescue and EarthWalk. If you have an idea for a social justice project you'd like to see the community 
take on, contact Andrew, David, or Kimberly.

Ritual for Business (3/12, 9:30-11:30 AM, at SMUUCH): This is our monthly “church business” 
meeting. Anyone, member or not, is welcome to come and provide input or ask questions, although 
only Full Active Members can participate in the formal consensus process. If you have an official 
question or concern, this would be the place to bring it. Any questions or items for the agenda (see 
page 5) should be sent to a board member, as shown to the right.

Queer Allies Group is deferring having a meeting this month, as there is nothing planned at this time.  

Games Night (3/18, 7 PM, at SMUUCH): Kick back and relax; NO OFFICIAL BUSINESS IS 
ALLOWED! Bring a game, bring a friend, bring some munchies, or just bring yourself! Usually 
held in the Barn Chapel or downstairs in the Jefferson room, depending on weather and what games 
are available. 

Women's Sacred Moon Ritual (3/19, 7:30 PM, location not available to the general public): Women 
have come together under the Full Moon for centuries to share their knowledge and celebrate the 
sister Moon and honor the Goddess in all their glory. Every month, we host a Full Moon ritual for 
women of all faiths and backgrounds to come together and embrace the Divine Feminine within us 
all. Although we love the men and children in our lives, Full Moon Rituals are for women only. 
Contact Kelley Montford or Kate Miller for more information.

KidSpace Coordinating Committee (3/20, 2 PM, at SMUUCH): The KidSpace committee is for 
everyone; you do not have to be a parent to attend. Get in touch with Kelley (the new Committee 
Chair) or Linda (the KidSpace Coordinator) at kidspace@gaiacommunity.org or in person to find 
out more about what is on the agenda.

Friday Night Supper Club (3/25, 6:30 PM) February's Supper Club will be at El Porton, a Latin American and Carribean restaurant in a 
shopping center at 4671 Indian Creek Parkway (105th & Roe). Contact Amanda at FNSC@gaiacommunity.org if you wish to reserve a 
spot!

Caring Connections Corner
Birthdays for this month include Greta Erhardt on the 1st, John Boyce on the 3rd, Scot Banes on the 4th, Andrew Turner on the 

15th, Kitty Degler on the 17th, and Aubry Gabbard on the 31st. There are probably others, so let Caring Committee know 
of any others that we're missing, and congratulations and blessings to all those folks for another trip around the sun. We 
also ask that you keep in mind those handling health care concerns or changes in lifestyle or employment at this time.

The Caring Committee chair (Leo)  is  interested in what you want to see from this  
reconstituted communittee.  If you have ideas,  concerns  or blessings you wish to share,  they can be  
sent to caring@gaiacommunity.org .

Board of Trustees 09-10
President — Erin Scrogum 
president@gaiacommunity.org 
 or 913-904-2459
Vice-President — Amanda Pence
vicepresident@gaiacommunity.org
 or 816-694-2585
Treasurer — John Boyce
treasurer@gaiacommunity.org 
 or 816-419-9448
Secretary — Rosemary Harris
secretary@gaiacommunity.org
Members at Large —

Cheryl Stice
phoenixrose0707@yahoo.com
or 913-530-9976
Linda Boyce
llboyce@mindspring.com

   or 816-419-9447
Cynthia Cole
cynthia@cynthiaweb.net
or 913-433-8038

... or contact them all at 
board@gaiacommunity.org!

mailto:caring@gaiacommunity.org
mailto:FNSC@gaiacommunity.org
mailto:kidspace@gaiacommunity.org
mailto:rtc@gaiacommunity.org
mailto:membership@gaiacommunity.org
mailto:president@gaiacommunity.org
mailto:vicepresident@gaiacommunity.org
mailto:treasurer@gaiacommunity.org
mailto:secretary@gaiacommunity.org
mailto:phoenixrose0707@yahoo.com
mailto:llboyce@mindspring.com
mailto:cynthia@cynthiaweb.net
mailto:board@gaiacommunity.org


 MARCH 2011                                                                                                           PAGE 3

Sunday Schedule (held at 4pm unless otherwise noted)
Voices of Gaia and Sacred Rhythms are on hiatus.

Sunday,  March 2 nd 
Ritual: Why Coyote 
Stopped Imitating His 
Friends
Ritualists: Cheryl and Jamie

Join us for the first of three rituals inspired by 
stories from Native American traditions.   In this  first 
ritual,  we  will  honor  our  personal  spirits,  the  Great 
Spirit  and  considering  the  connection  between  them. 
As part of our work, we will be creating medicine bags.

Medicine  bags  contain  things  (beads,  feathers, 
arrowheads, and other small things) which are unique 
and  meaningful  to  you.   While  there  will  be  some 
materials at hand to create these, we ask that you bring 
along some small things to personalize your bag.  Also, 
please bring your drums and rhythm instruments!

Sunday,  March 9 th 
Workshop: Chalices
Facilitators: Kimberly and Linda

The flaming chalice is a symbol of the Unitarian 
Universalist  Association,  and a  part  of  every Sunday 
service  at  Gaia Community.   Come learn  the  history 
and  symbolism associated  with  the  chalice,  and help 
create and dedicate a new chalice for Gaia!  If you have 
magical  tools  that  you  would  use  to  bless  and 
consecrate  a  newly  made  sacred  item,  please  bring 
them.  

Sunday,  March 16 th 
High Holiday: Spring 
Equinox (with potluck 
after)
Ritualists: Linda, John, and Barbara

Come  celebrate  the  Turning  of  the  seasonal 
Wheel  as  we welcome Spring  with  song,  dance,  and 
games.  This  ritual  is  inter-generational;  we will  have 
care available for our very youngest Gaians. Ritual will 
extend into the community feasting of Potluck. Please 
bring a springtime potluck dish serving 8; we ask you to 
please label the ingredients so informed choices can be 
made. Potluck will be picnic style, as you are able, so 
bring blankets, chairs and picnic style seating to sit on, 
and  reusable  tableware  so  we  can  be  kind  to  our 
Mother. Think warm thoughts as we would like to be 
outside if the weather permits!

Sunday,  March 30 th 
Forum: Sacrifice
Facilitators: David and Erin

“Sacrifice”  has  an  ugly  (dare  we  say,  dirty?) 
connotation for a lot of people, pagan or not. But what 
does it really mean to sacrifice? At this discussion, we'll 
try to share and learn what some of those ideas are.

- Ritual Teams

A Look Ahead...
Apr. 3rd  – Ritual for Quetzalcoatl

Apr. 10th – Workshop on Drumming and 
Dancing

Apr. 17th – Ritual: Running Wild

Apr. 24th – Sharing Our Spirits ritual (Easter)
May 1st – High Holiday: Beltane

Currently Active Ritualists
Aubry Gabbard Barbara
Cheryl Stice David Reynolds
Devin S. Eric Simpson
Erin Scrogum Jamie Peters
Kit Peters Kimberly
Kitty Degler Linda Boyce

Please see Jamie, the Ritual Teams Coordinator, 
if you are a former ritualist who would like to rejoin teams, or a 

newly trained ritualist looking to join for the first time.
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KidSpace Information
Kidspace had a meeting in February.  The next Kidspace Committee meeting will be March 27th at 2pm at SMUUCH.  We 

will be off our regular meeting schedule for the month of March due to the coordinator needing to be upstairs preparing 
for rituals.  We need to discuss teaching schedules and upcoming events.  Please join us for this planning session.

Kelley, the Kidspace committee head, is on sabbatical for the month of March.  Due to health issues and an upcoming change 
of address, Kelley will be making use of her time elsewhere.  We look forward to seeing her back in April.

Our students have been busy.  On Sunday, Feb. 13, two of our Trees celebrated Scout Sunday at Gaia by wearing their 
uniforms.  Chris and Patrick particpated in this national day acknowledging the role Scouting plays in some of our 
students' lives.  On Feb. 22, several of our adults and one of our Trees attended the video showing of The Laramie Project 
at All Souls, sponsored by their Coming of Age youth group.  Also, on Feb. 26, Chris was awarded his Religious Knot at 
his pack's Blue and Gold dinner and gave the invocation at the beginning.  Chris had been awarded his Flaming Chalice 
medal from Gaia in January.

Our students have also begun to do their monthly Social Justice work across the street, cleaning up the park as it warms up 
and prepares for Spring.

The first Clothing Exchange was a success and we are looking at repeating it, with SMUUCH, on Saturday, March 26th.  We 
were able to exchange clothes amongst ourselves, send a trunk load to SafeHome for their women in transition, and assist 
2 families with kids.    Linda, Kelley, and the representative from SMUUCH are working on details for the second 
exchange; if it doesn't happen on that date, then it will happen soon; watch the announcements for more specifics.  We 
already have at least 8 file boxes of adult, youth and childrens' clothing.  Boxing/bagging by size helps make setup quick 
and easy.  "Bring what you want & take what you need" worked well last time and we hope to use that formula again. 
We will need plastic bags to reuse for people to take things away in.  As the seasons turn, please consider setting your no 
longer desired attire aside to be passed along.  

Spring Equinox on March 20th will be intergenerational.  Nursery care will be available for the youngest Gaians.

Due to scheduling, the OWLS (Our Whole Lives) committee has been delayed.  We hope to be able to offer classes later in 
the year.  

We are still hoping to organize a social night for the students and a campout.  Watch for details.

The students started studying the history of UU, of Gaia, and what makes Gaia unique and special.  We have been spending 
time with the Seven UU Priniciples and the history and ideals of Social Justice.  We continue to explore what Gaia is and 
what Gaians sometimes do in ritual.  We will begin examining the Cornerstones shortly.

– Linda, KidSpace Coordinator
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Ritual for Business  Minutes  
for February 12 th,  2011

Started at 9:40 AM

In attendance:  Kimberly, Jamie, David, Cynthia, Devin, Erin, 
Amanda, Rosemary, Linda, John, Eric, Cheryl

I. Approval of Agenda – Approved

II. Roles –  Kimberly for Non Sequitur, Cynthia for Devil's 
Advocate, David for Red Tape, Amanda for Vibes 
Watcher

III.Minutes – They are happy!  Also approved.

IV.Treasurer's Report – Numbers have been run on 
pledges; the economy has affected our monies, but we're 
not starving.  We could really use more turnips, though, 
so John is pondering how to pull in some new Friends of 
Gaia.  We're definitely doing better than last year, though. 
John also requests that everyone donating WRITE A 
CHECK.  He can track checks, and thus this is the best 
way to guarantee getting everything documented on a tax 
letter.

V. Committee Reports:

A.KidSpace – Met in Jan.  Still planning clothing 
exchange in March sometime.  Next lesson arc has 
started; kids are working on UU-ism and are studying 
the history of Gaia.

B.Social Justice – On hiatus until Blue River Cleanup on 
April 2.

C. Communications – There was an EH on the 4th; 
David is still looking to hand it off to someone else, but 
not until they can do a less bad job.  Jamie has added 
next week's ritual to the front page of the website, 
keeping it more current.  FB continues to generate an 
occasional 'I might come' from stray people.  We have 
also recently rediscovered the lost art of posting 
pictures to the website.  So if you have pictures you 
want up, send them!  Just note that permission is needed 
from any and all people who are in the pictures.

D.Membership – Greeters' Table staffed until May-June 
or something.  Sunday (Feb 13th) at 10AM is the 
deadline for changes to the brochures.  If everybody 

will send Erin their current address, she can get UU 
magazines to them.  Magazines!!!!

1. Library – We has one.  It's pretty.

E. Site –  In a holding pattern.

F. Welcoming – Going to see the Laramie Project at All 
Souls on the 22nd of February at 7PM.  Standing on the 
Side of Love — All Souls is having a Vday dance 
tonight.  7-10:30, admission is $15.

G. Ritual Teams –  Had a meeting!  And we have a 
storage closet!  We are having ritualist rededications 
tonight.  If you are a current or former ritualist and 
would like to come, please do so.  It is highly 
imperative that any ritualists or quasi-ritualists read the 
RT meeting minutes.  EIR this year begins in March for 
anyone who is interested.

H. Caring – <3

I. Nominating Committee – Need nominations by next 
RfB for elections in April.

J.  Stewardship – Has preliminary information to start on 
the pledge/budget drive. Stewardship would like some 
people to help, since Stewardship is currently a total of 
one person.  She needs people who can talk to other 
people about money.

VI.Old Business: 

A. Terra Cycle – There is currently a lack of time and 
interest.  Life eats brains, etc.

VII.New Business: 

A. Lucinda Sohn – Has offered to teach a workshop next 
Saturday morning on voice, breath, and body.  We're 
going to go ahead and ask to see if SMUUCH is willing 
to let us use space for it; if not, it may need to be held in 
someone's home.

B. Reminder: Covenant Groups – Next month at 
March RfB all covenant groups need to give their 
annual report.

– Rosemary, Secretary
Agenda for the February 12 th Ritual for Business:

● Regular business (committee reports, etc.)
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MARCH 2011
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

27
4-6 PM: Ritual: 
Sacred Theatre

28 1 2 3
7-9 PM: 
Ritual 
Teams 
Meeting @ 
SMUUCh

4 5
1-5 PM: Craft Circle 
@ Kimberly's

6
4-6 PM: Ritual: Why 
Coyote Stopped 
Imitiating His Friends

7 8
7-8 PM: Social 
Justice 
Committee @ 
Andrew's

9 10 11 12
9:30-11:30 AM: 
Ritual for Business 
@ SMUUCh

13
4-6 PM: Workshop: 
Chalices

14 15 16 17 18
7-9 PM: Games 
Night @ 
SMUUCh

19
7-:30 PM: Women's 
Full Moon Ritual

20
2-3 PM: KidSpace 
Meeting @ SMUUCh
4-7 PM: High Holiday 
– Spring Equinox 
(potluck after)

21 22 23 24 25
6:30-9 PM: 
Friday Night 
Supper Club @ 
El Porton, 4671 
Indian Creek 
Pkwy, OPKS

26
KidSpace and Adult 
Clothing Exchange 
(watch announcements  
for more details)

27
4-6 PM: Forum on 
Sacrifice

28 29 30 31 1 2
8 AM – 4 PM: Blue 
River Rescue @ 
4701 E. Gregory

Contact Earth 
Healer

Send letters, articles, poetry
or prose, borrowed wisdom,
comments and suggestions to:
earthhealer@gaiacommunity.org 
or by phone (816-508-9086) no 
later than the 24th of each month.

Please tell us if you are
receiving duplicate copies of
Earth Healer, if we’re getting
your name or address wrong, or
if you prefer to receive the
newsletter by e-mail. 

— David, Editor

P.O. Box 45307
Kansas City, MO 64171-8303
Address Correction Requested

Caring for the 
Earth and each 
other because 

our lives 
depend on it.

mailto:earthhealer@gaiacommunity.org

