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Penny Auction Done; 
God Auction Approaches!

The four finalists from the Penny Auction have been 
decided: Artemis, Cai-Shen, Grandmother Spider 
(sometimes known as Spider Woman), and Quetzalcoatl 
will be vying for a chance to be the community's patron on 
July 11th. Much more information will follow, but for now 
Ritual Teams would like it to be known that this is a BIG 
event and it requires a lot of help to pull off successfully. A 
heartfelt thanks goes to Kelley Montford, who has already 
volunteered to assist with child-wrangling on that day during 
the 2-4PM setup time. 

Ritual Teams has most of those representing deities 
already worked out, but if you are interested in being a 
scribe for one of the candidates, a “roadie” to help with ritual 
setup and/or takedown, or just wish to help with props, 
planning, or execution, please get in touch with this year's 
emcee, Kimberly; by email (featherynscale@gmail.com), 
by phone (816-914-3227), or in person. Planning for this 
major fundraiser starts imminently!

– Ritual Teams

Gaia Garage Sale
The annual Community Garage Sale is happening 

this month!  Mark your calendars and join us on May 21st 

and 22nd at Devin and Erin's place in Lawrence.  If you have 
stuff to donate for sales, please contact Devin in person or at 
dscrogum@gmail.com. We're planning on doing a 'setup 
party' on Thursday, May 20th before the event itself on 
Friday and Saturday. I have a minivan to help transport stuff, 
but if you need to make other arrangements or just want to 
drop things off, please let me know as soon as possible.

– Devin, for Stewardship

2010-2011 Budget Process 
Begins This Month

The Stewardship Committee will present a draft 
budget for Fiscal Year 2010-2011 at the Ritual for Business 
this month.  The budget will be available for comment until 
the June Ritual for business, at which time, the Committee of 
the Whole will have the ability to consense to adopt the 
budget for next year.  Gaia's fiscal year runs from July 1 to 
June 30.  

Thanks to all those who made a financial 
commitment to the community as a Member or a Friend this 
year, the budget includes not only the money necessary to 
meet our basic needs, but also the ability to send 
representation to denominational conferences, rent storage 
space for our large ritual items, and more.  The total 
projected expense for the next year is $27,375, with most of 
the expense coming from rent, UUA and Prairie Star district 
dues, and expenses related to Sunday ritual and KidSpace 
services.  

Over the next fiscal year, we will also be adding a 
new fund-raising event to the calendar, a family-friendly 
Longest Day party at Midsummer.  The party joins our God 
Auction, Garage Sale, and Longest Night Ball as additional 
income generators for the community.  

A copy of the proposed budget is also in this copy of 
the Earth Healer (see pages 5-6).  Please review if you have 
an interest in contributing to the budget approval process, 
and send comments to John, our Treasurer, in person or by 
email at treasurer@gaiacommunity.org.  You can also join 
us at the Ritual for Business on June 12 to give input.  

– Stewardship Committee
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All Sunday activities take place at Shawnee Mission 
UU Church; 7725 W. 87th St., Overland Park, KS 

(near 87th & Metcalf) and begin at 4 P.M. 
unless otherwise noted.
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 Gaia About Town
Voices of Gaia (almost every week before ritual, at SMUUCH): Voices of Gaia is Gaia Community's choir.  We sing pagan chants and songs, usually with harmony parts, for rituals and other events.  We meet Sundays from 2-3:30 p.m. downstairs at SMUUCH.  We are once again welcoming singers of all voice parts, though the majority of our core group is currently female.  Our primary requirement is that you can match pitch, though some familiarity with reading music is useful.  If you have questions, please contact Kitty Degle

Voices of Gaia and Sacred Rhythms are on hiatus.Craft Circle (5/2, 1-5 PM): Craft Circle will be held at David and Kimberly's house again this month, 1306 E. 118th St. in KCMO. Any project you have or craft you'd like to share with the group is welcome!

Craft Circle (5/1, 1PM, at Kimberly & David's place): Join us the first Saturday of each month 
for arts and crafts with friends.  Craft circle happens at Kimberly and David's house, 1306 E 
118th Street, Kansas City, MO.  Feel free to bring whatever project you're working on!

Ritual Teams Meeting (5/4, 6:45 PM, at SMUUCH): All active ritualists must attend at least one 
meeting a quarter; please contact Devin or Kit, the joint Ritual Teams Coordinators, at 
rtc@gaiacommunity.org or in person if you have questions or wish to provide feedback 
about how a Sunday service went. As always, any member of the congregation may help 
with any particular ritual, so if you have an interest, let any ritualist know (they have blue 
ribbons on their nametags)! 

Ritual for Business (5/8, 9:30 AM, at SMUUCH): This is our monthly “church business” 
meeting. Anyone, member or not, is welcome to come and provide input or ask questions, 
although only Full Active Members can participate in the formal consensus process or 
elections. If you've ever had an official question or concern, this would be the place to bring 
it. Any questions or items for the agenda should be sent to a board member.

New Member Class (5/9, 2 PM, at SMUUCH): The next iteration of the New Member Class will 
be this Sunday before ritual; this session will be “All About Gaia”. Prospective members 
must take all three parts of the class and sign a pledge card. If you have questions, please 
contact Jamie in person or at membership@gaiacommunity.org. 

Social Justice Committee Meeting (5/11, 7 PM, at Andrew's): We will meet this month at Andrew's apartment: 8334 W. 108th, 
Apt. E, Overland Park, KS. If you have questions about this committee, you can e-mail us at sj@gaiacommunity.org. 

Storytelling Group (5/14, 7 PM, at Andrew's): The Storytelling Group will meet this month at Andrew's apartment (see address 
above, under Social Justice). For more information about the meeting, or if you're interested in what they'll be practicing and 
working on, get in touch with Andrew (in person or at andrew@gaiacommunity.org) or Amanda. 

KidSpace Coordinating Committee (5/16, 2 PM, at SMUUCH): The KidSpace committee is for everyone; you do not have to be 
a parent to attend. Get in touch with Kelley (the new Committee Chair) or Linda (the KidSpace Coordinator) at 
kidspace@gaiacommunity.org or in person to find out more about what is on the agenda.

Welcoming Allies Discussion (5/18, 7 PM, at TBD: This will be an open discussion in a similar vein to the Trans/Genderqueer 
discussions of recent months, but probably with an added component of political activism in the form of letter-writing. Bring 
your questions, ideas, writing hand, or just a willing ear; a location was not available at press time, so check the 
announcements and website.

Games Night (5/21, 7 PM, at SMUUCH): Kick back and relax; NO OFFICIAL BUSINESS IS ALLOWED! Bring a game, bring a 
friend, bring some munchies, or just bring yourself! Usually held in the Barn Chapel or downstairs in the Jefferson room, 
depending on weather and/or what games are available. 

Friday Night Supper Club (5/28, 7PM) will be at Arthur Bryant's BBQ, 1727 Brooklyn, KCMO.  If you are attending and wish to 
RSVP, please contact Amanda in person or at supperclub@gaiacommunity.org. 

Caring Connections Corner
Birthdays for this month include Victor on the 15th, Gerri-Lynn on the 16th, Carol on the 18th, and Julie on the 22nd! 

Congratulations and blessings to all those folks for another trip around the sun.  We also welcome to the 
community Dryhten Devin Scrogum!  

The Caring Committee has a new chair; contact Leo if you're interested in what the committee will do 
next. If you have concerns or blessings you wish to share with the community, they can be sent to 
caring@gaiacommunity.org and will be passed on.

Board of Trustees 09-10
President — Erin Scrogum 
president@gaiacommunity.org 
 or 913-904-2459
Vice-President — Amanda Pence
vicepresident@gaiacommunity.org
 or 816-694-2585
Treasurer — John Boyce
treasurer@gaiacommunity.org 
 or 816-419-9448
Secretary — Rosemary Harris
secretary@gaiacommunity.org
Members at Large —

Via Baker
viator753@hailmail.net
or 913-548-9463
Linda Boyce
llboyce@mindspring.com

   or 816-419-9447
Cynthia Cole
cynthia@cynthiaweb.net
or 913-433-8038

... or contact them all at 
board@gaiacommunity.org!
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Sunday Schedule (held at 4pm unless otherwise noted)
Sunday,  May 2 nd 
High Holiday - Beltane
Ritualists:Devin, Kit, and Linda

Join  us  for  our  outdoor  picnic  (weather  permitting) 
celebration of  Love in many forms and our community Beltane 
potluck  following  the  ritual.  Our  younger  community  members 
will be joining the ritual for most of the time; nursery care will be 
provided for  the whole ritual.  Feel  free to bring beads or items 
symbolizing Love to you that can be threaded onto ribbons. 

Sunday,  May 9 th 
Workshop – Shamanic Journeying
Facilitators: Kitty, Cheryl, and Aubry

This  class  is  designed  as  an  introduction  to  Shamanic 
Journeying. A shamanic journey is a trip from a point in ordinary 
conscious  reality  through  an  opening  of  some  kind  and  into  a 
pathway  leading  to  non-ordinary  reality,  sometimes  called  the 
shamanic state of consciousness. The vehicle for this is the sound 
of the shaman's drum. Shamanic journeying can be used to obtain 
knowledge, power or healing, either for oneself or for others.

In this workshop you’ll have an opportunity to undertake 
two shamanic journeys. The first will be a short journey to learn to 
experience the shamanic state of consciousness and how to move 
in it yourself. The second will be a longer journey to find a power 
animal. Those experienced in shamanic journeying are invited to 
use  the  time  and  drumming  to  journey  where  they  will. 
Participants are encourage to bring a large towel to lie upon and a 
small scarf or bandanna to cover their eyes while journeying.

Sunday,  May 16 th  
Ritual — Get Bent
Ritualists: Barbara, Jamie, and Eric, with Roni, Leo,  
Jenn, and Aubry
We hear the terms gender identity and sexual preference everyday 
in the media and on the street. What do we mean by them, how do 
we define them, how do the people around us define them? How 
do we responsibly assert our own identities while avoiding judging 
others  ?  Join  us  for  this  chance  to  explore  our  own  personal 
expressions of sexual attraction, our gender roles and where they 
come from, our ideas and attitudes about gender, and more.  If you 
were  here for the first,  2006 “Get  Bent” ritual…it won’t  be the 
same. 

Sunday,  May 23 rd 
Forum – General Assembly 
Facilitators: Erin and David

General Assembly is the UUA's annual conference. Each 
congregation  can  send  delegates  and/or  members  to  learn  from 
workshops,  network, and participate in decision-making sessions 
about the direction of the UUA. Our delegates, Cynthia and Aubry, 
will be representing us at GA, so we thought it would be good to 
let them know what we wanted! 

We'll cover as many of the topics  as possible in the time-
allotted,  but keep in mind that  a forum does not have the same 
formal weight as a Ritual for Business when it comes to making 
decisions for our community. 

Sunday,  May  30th  
Sharing Our Spirits Ritual 

(Memorial Day)
Facilitators: Linda

Sharing Our Spirits rituals are designed to allow everyone 
a  chance  to  help build  the ritual  of  the day,  with a  ritual  team 
member helping to facilitate the process. We will be including our 
younger  members  of  the  Community  and  are  planning  on  this 
ritual being intergenerational. You are encouraged to bring photos, 
music or instruments, altar items, invocations, poetry or writings, 
and any other ideas or special things that might help a ritual based 
around  the  theme  for  this  SOS,  Celebrating  Our  Community's 
Memories,  while  making some new and exciting recollections!  
 With  schools  out  for  the  summer,  this  is  the  time 
Harvesters  especially needs child-friendly foods--things kids can 
open  and  eat  on  their  own--like  peanut  butter,  lunch  kits,  fruit 
cups,  and other  similar  items for  local  children during the time 
when the schools are not open to serve breakfasts and lunches. One 
way  to  celebrate  our  Community  is  by  giving  to  the  larger 
community, especially those less able to help themselves. 

– Ritual Teams
Currently Active Ritualists

Amanda Pence Aubry Gabbard
Barbara Cheryl Stice
David Reynolds Devin S.
Eric Simpson Erin Scrogum
Jamie Peters Jeff Park
Kit Peters Kitty Degler
Linda Boyce

Please see Jamie, the new Ritual Teams Coordinator, 
if you are a former ritualist who would like to rejoin teams, or a 

newly trained ritualist looking to join for the first time.

A Look Ahead...
June 6th  – Ritual – The Third Path

June 13th  – Class: Shamanic Healing Arts

June 20th  – High Holiday – Summer Solstice

June 27th  – Ritual – Let's Be UUs 
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News from KidSpace 
The KidSpace Committee met on April 25th, with some exciting results.  Next  meeting will be May 16 at 2pm at 

SMUUCH.  All with an interest in Gaia's children's programing are invited to join us.  Questions or concerns can be directed 
to Linda Boyce, Coordinator, at llboyce@mindspring.com (816-419-9447) or Kelley Montford, Committee Head, at 
kelley_montford@hotmail.com (913-568-5091).

Welcome to our new members and teachers!   We have exciting things coming up in May.  Please mark your 
calendars!

The KidSpace schedule for May:
• May 2: Beltane will be mostly intergenerational.  During a portion of the ritual, the students will have their own 

activities.  Our new teacher, Angie Oyer will be serving our nursery and her husband Jeremy will be with the 
students.  We welcome back the Oyer family after an absence.  Thank you for serving in KidSpace.

• May 9: KidSpace students will be preparing for their May 16th Field Trip by studying an overview of the Egyptian 
gods, especially Thoth, our patron deity this year.

• May 16th Field Trip: Nelson Atkins Museum 3:30 pm  .  We are leaving early so our students can enjoy the 
newly reopened gallery.  Thoth has been our patron all year and we are looking forward to showing our students 
related material.
Permission forms must be signed before boarding the vans, please.  Interested in going with the students? 
Please let Linda (llboyce@mindspring.com or 816-419-9447) know for planning purposes.  Nursery care to be 
provided.

• May 23-Social Justice.  KidSpace students will be going to South Lake Park to do litter pickup and enjoy the season. 
Several of our regular teachers will be in Des Moines being trained for the OWLS curriculum, something 
discussed for years and is now to be reality.   We look forward to offering OWLS within the next year.  Nursery care 
provided.

• May 30:Intergenerational SOS: Students and adults will together compose a ritual on the spot.  Nursery care 
provided.

• June 6: KidSpace will start their studies of the possible patrons in the God Auction.  Nursery care will be provided.

Trees schedule:
Once again, I do confess that this is my intended schedule for the next however long for the Trees class.  As 
always this document is alive, moving, and eating the peas.  Please treat it kindly. - Coyote

• May 2 Beltane- There are aspects of the celebrational rite that may be open to the teens, there are others that may 
not.  Some of the activities in the rite will involve personal space, and thus may not be desired by all concerned. 
Alternative activities are being offered by KidSpace, with the younger students.

• May 9 Yoga II - Continuing the look on yoga, Trees will discuss the path of hatha yoga and the raising of the 
kundalini serpent.  There may also be some discussion on Kundalini, the Hindu goddess in whose honour this energy 
is named.

• May 16  Field Trip - Trees are anticipating another field trip to the Nelson Atkins Museum of Art.  As always, 
please have permission slips turned in to Linda or ready.  Any parents who would like to drive or just come along are 
welcome; please contact Coyote or Linda Boyce.

• May 23  Social Justice. -  The Trees will be joining the younger students in South Lake Park to clean and enjoy the 
season.  

• May 30  SOS - Memorial Day’s Sharing Our Spirits rite is anticipated to be intergenerational, and Trees class will be 
upstairs during this time.  

- KidSpace Committee and Teachers
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Budget Draft for 2010-2011
Income Type Proposed

DONATIONS

Member Pledges $18,335.00

Friends of Gaia $220.00

Greening the Basket $1,000.00

Social Justice/Charitable Giving $200.00

Total Donations $19,755.00

FUNDRAISERS

God Auction $2,500.00

Longest Night Ball $1,500.00

Longest Day Party $1,500.00

Garage Sale $1,000.00

Goods (T-shirts, Bumper Stickers, etc.) $10.00

Total Fundraisers $6,510.00

FEES

Excellence in Ritual Class Fees $140.00

Total Fees $140.00

OTHER INCOME

Kidspace Cookie Money $200.00

TOTAL INCOME $26,605.00

Expense Type Proposed Funding

STAFF

KidSpace Teachers $4,160.00

KidSpace Coordinator $2,400.00

Non-Sunday childcare $100.00

Total Staff $6,660.00

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Kidspace supplies $300.00

Kidspace misc. $200.00

Kidspace Discretionary Fund $200.00

Total RE $700.00

DUES

UUA Annual Program Fund $2,128.00

Prairie Star District $893.00

Total Dues $3,021.00

SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE

Charitable Giving $200.00

Total Social Justice $200.00

COMMUNICATIONS
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Newsletter-Printing/Postage $604.00

Website & Domain name $120.00

Telephone $250.00

Postage (non-newsletter) $50.00

Post Office Box $70.00

Copying/printing $200.00

Total Communications $1,294.00

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Attendance Sheets $15.00

Brochures $15.00

Membership Packets $20.00

Name Tag Supplies & Organization $20.00

New Member Gifts $50.00

Pledge Sunday Gifts $150.00

Total Membership $270.00

SITE COMMITTEE

Total Site $0.00

WELCOMING CONGREGATIONS

Membership in KCCWM $50.00

Tabling other events $0.00

Total Welcoming Congregations $50.00

RITUAL TEAMS

Ritual Supplies $750.00

Conferences $1,000.00

Storage Space $840.00

Sunday Speakers $500.00

Total Ritual Teams $3,090.00

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE

Fundraiser expenses $1,000.00

Total Stewardship $1,000.00

FACILITIES

Ritual Space $9,000.00

New Home Fund $1,500.00

Insurance $410.00

Total Facilites $10,910.00

ADMINISTRATION

Office supplies $50.00

Bank Fees $25.00

Incorporation Paperwork $75.00

Misc. $30.00

Total Admin. $180.00

TOTAL EXPENSES $27,375.00
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Ritual for Business Minutes for April 10th, 2010
Started at 9:35 AM

In attendance: Erin, Via, Linda, Jamie, Kimberly, David, Rosemary,  
Cynthia, Amanda, Devin, Julie, Cheryl, Kit, Aubry, Lizzy, Gerri Lynn,  

Jack, John
I. Approval of Agenda – approved
II. Role Assignment –  Kimberly wants the spatula! 

Amanda has Red Tape, Julie is Vibes Watcher, Via is 
Devil's Advocate

III. Approval of Minutes – Approved w/corrections.
IV. Treasurer's Report –  General fund is at $10,000+. 

Kidspace is in good shape, New Home fund is earning 
18 cents a month.  Still badgering El Torreon.  

V. Committee Reports
a) KidSpace – Our new committee head has been re-

confirmed.  Students participated in egg ritual and 
enjoyed it mightily.  We have also revived social 
justice program.  The Nelson field trip is 
tomorrow. South American unit will start soon. 
Angie Oyer has been secured for our new nursery 
person. Beltaine will be partially intergen, teens 
welcome through the whole thing.

b) Social Justice –  Earthwalk is tomorrow! 
Meeting is Tuesday.  Party for the Planet is at the 
KC Zoo April 17-18.  Working on CSA and 
Farmer's Market info.

c) Communications –  EH went out last week.  That 
is all.

d) Membership –  Devin is the new Greeters' Table 
master.  Tommy and Julia have completed the 
New Member class.  Also checking to see that 
attendance sheets are up-to-date.
1. Library –  Amanda is the new Librarian.  She 

has a staff!  Not the kind with a knob on the 
end, though, the kind made up of people 
(Aubry & Rosemary).

e) Site –  Have received some interesting grant 
information, but needs to have a meeting to go 
over it.

f) Welcoming –  Queer/Welcoming Allies are still 
deciding on a name.  Next meeting is at Jen & 
Julie's house next Tuesday.  Will talk about 
political issues and possibly write to 
congresspeople.

g) Ritual Teams –  Jamie is now RTC.  RT has 
dedicated itself to having quarterly professional 
development sessions.  Penny Auction is 2 weeks 
in, and we have close to $40 thus far.  Information 
is on the website. Vote in it!  US coins only.  No 
video game tokens, bus tokens, bottlecaps, etc. 
Also four new EIR students, whee!

h) Caring –  We lurves.  It's nice.
i) Nominating Committee –  NomCom filled the 

ballot on time!  Yaaaaay!  They failed to bring 
donuts, though.  It are saddest.

j) Stewardship –  Pledge drive!  Cottage meetings 
have been happening, pledge cards are being filled 
out.  If you haven't done this yet, you should.

VI. Elections
◦ President – Erin Scrogum
◦ Vice-President – Amanda Pence
◦ Treasurer – John Boyce
◦ Secretary – Rosemary Harris
◦ Trustees-at-Large – Linda Boyce, Cynthia Cole, 

Cheryl Stice
◦ Nominating Committee – Julie Black, Jack 

Maney, Eric Simpson
◦ GA Delegates – Cynthia Cole, Aubry Gabbard

VII.   Old Business
a)  Mission Covenant Revision –  Proposal:  To 

change the section of our mission covenant 
statement from “Honor the divine as both 
feminine and masculine” to “Honor the divine in 
all forms, manifestations, and genders”.  It was 
consensed upon, so the Time of Lamination will 
soon be upon us.

VIII. New Business
a) Covenant Group Annual Review Proposal – 

The women's full moon group still needs to 
submit a report. Linda will communicate this to 
Kate and have her submit a written report to next 
month's RfB.

b) PSD Conference –  We are entitled to 2 
delegates.  It's taking place in a couple of weeks, 
but rather expensive.  Anyone who wants to can 
go.

– Rosemary, Secretary

Agenda for May Ritual for Business :
● Committee Reports as usual

● Full Moon Women's Covenant Group Report

● Initial look at the 2010-2011 budget
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MAY 2010
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

2
4-7 PM: Beltane 
Ritual and Potluck

3
World Press 

Freedom Day

4
7-9 PM: Ritual 
Teams Meeting 
@ SMUUCH

5 6 7 8
9:30-11:30 AM: 
Ritual for 
Business 

9
Mother's Day

4-6 PM: Shamanic 
Journeying 
Workshop

10 11
7-8 PM:  Social 
Justice 
Committee 
Meeting @ 
Andrew's

12
Int'l Nurses' Day

13 14

7 -9 PM: 
Storytelling Group 
@ Andrew's

15
Peace Officers  
Memorial Day

16
2-3:30 PM: New 
Member Class
4-6 PM: Ritual - Get 
Bent

17 18
World AIDS 
Vaccine Day

7-9 PM: 
Welcoming 
Allies Group @ 
TBD

19 20

6 PM: Garage 
Sale Set-Up @ 
Devin & 
Erin's, 
Lawrence

21

Daytime: Gaia 
Garage Sale @ 
Devin & Erin's, 
Lawrence

7-9 PM: Games 
Night @ SMUUCH

22
International Day for  
Biological Diversity

Daytime: Gaia 
Garage Sale @ 
Devin & Erin's, 
Lawrence

23
2-3 PM: KidSpace 
Meeting @ SMUUCH
4-6 PM: Forum on 
General Assembly 
Topics

24
Towel Day

25 26 27 28
7-9 PM: FNSC @ 
Arthur Bryant's 
BBQ 

29
International Day of  

UN Peacekeepers

30
4-6 PM: Sharing Our 
Spirits Ritual 

31 June 1 2
7-9 PM: Ritual 
Teams Meeting 
@ SMUUCH

3 4 5
1-5PM: Craft 
Circle @ 
Kimberly's

Contact Earth 
Healer

Send letters, articles, poetry
or prose, borrowed wisdom,
comments and suggestions to:
earthhealer@gaiacommunity.org or by 
phone (816-508-9086) no later than the 
24th of each month.

Please tell us if you are
receiving duplicate copies of
Earth Healer, if we’re getting
your name or address wrong, or
if you prefer to receive the
newsletter by e-mail. 

— David, Editor

Caring for the 
Earth and each 
other because 

our lives 
depend on it.

P.O. Box 45307
Kansas City, MO 64171-8303
Address Correction Requested

mailto:earthhealer@gaiacommunity.org

