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Earth 
healer

The Official Newsletter of Gaia Community

An Earth-Based, Pagan, Unitarian Universalist Congregation in Kansas City
Caring for the earth and each other because our lives depend on it

Join us Sundays at Gaia!
3 PM at Heart of the Dove

4327 Troost Ave. Kansas City, MO

June 19: High Holiday: Summer Solstice
Facilitated by Erin & Susi
What better time to continue our Tarot Arc with the 
study of the Sun (XIX of the Major Arcana) at Summer 
Solstice when the sun is at its peak of the year! 
Celebration and joy is what this ritual is about! 
Children may join us, and please bring your drums and 
tarot decks if you would like. 

The space continues to undergo a beautiful 
transformation! Instead of a traditional Gaia 
Community potluck, feel free to bring summer fruits 
and veggies or finger foods that do not need to remain 
cold for hours as we are unsure of the access to a 
refrigerator. Those with crockpots could bring finger 
foods.  Celebrating Summer Solstice with an indoors 
picnic seems a good way to begin!

June 26: Stáđagaldr
Facilitated by Erin
The magic of the runes can be harnessed in more than 
divination or written form. Stáđagaldr is a modern 
practice of combining putting the body into runic 
stances (stađa) with spoken word magic (galdr). Come 
learn this technique to be used as increasing magical 
awareness with runes or as a method of aligning 
oneself. 

July 3: Forum: Mirth and Reverence
Facilitated by Jamie & Matt
How can we balance mirth and reverence in ritual? Is 
mirth even appropriate in ritual? Join us for a lively 
discussion!

July 10: GOD AUCTION!
Facilitated by Susi, Kimberly, Kitty, David, Erin, Matt,  
& Jamie
Come to vote for our new patron! Choose among 
Dionysus, Freyr, and Hermes by donating cash or non-
perishable food for Harvesters Community Food Bank. 
More information about the gods on page 2.

July 17: Bardic Circle: Gods and Heroes
Facilitated by Kimberly and Matt
Bring stories and songs about heroic deeds, gods, and 
goddesses. You may also perform off theme. Attend 
even if you won't perform and provide an audience!

July 24: Ritual: Farewell to Brigid
Facilitated by Jan, Kitty, and Linda
We bid farewell to Brigid, who has been our patroness 
for the 2015-2016 year.

July 31: High Holiday: Lughnasadh
Facilitated by David and Jamie
Celebrate a time for games of skill and the very first 
harvests of the year.
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God Auction 2016

Dionysus
"Hear, O blessed son of Zeus and of two mothers, Bacchos of the vintage, 
unforgettable seed, many-named and redeeming daimon, holy offspring of the 
gods born in secrecy, reveling Bacchos plump giver of the many joys of fruits 
which grow well. Mighty and many-shaped god, from the earth you burst forth to 
reach the wine-press, and there become a remedy for man's pain, O sacred 
blossom! A sorrow-hating joy to mortals, O lovely-haired Epaphian,
you are a redeemer and a reveler whose thyrsus drives to frenzy

and who is kind-hearted to all, gods and mortals, who see his light."

The god Dionysus is many-faceted and mysterious: he is the patron of theater and 
the dramatic arts,the bringer of wine to humankind, the inspirer of frenzied rites 

of joy and liberation, the mad god raging and roaring, the gentle god bringing healing and fertile crops, the 
shape-shifting, gender-bending god who is called effeminate but whose rites are celebrated with the phallus. He 
is often thought of as being merely the god of a good party, but his mysteries are so much greater than that. Draw 
closer to the wild god, and see. 

Freyr
Freyr is the gentle side of nature, the joyful side. Wildness does not mean 
savagery, and cultivation does not mean stagnation. Unlike many of the Old Norse 
Viking Gods, Freyr would rather talk than fight, rather love than hate, rather 
appreciate beauty in all things than dwell on ugliness... calm and patience will 
serve us better through change than fear or strife. As the building we have made 
our home becomes the 'Heart of the Dove', what better way to embrace change, 
growth, and passion than with a god who embraces peace.

Hermes
Greetings, I am Hermes, but, you know me already. Perhaps because you have seen an 
Aspect of me in your community before, but even more likely because I am part of 
nearly every portion of daily life. I am the patron of commerce, the marketplace, the 
merchants who work there, and heraldry. I watch over flocks. I protect travelers, 
couriers, messengers, and guard boundaries both physical and emotional. I carry 
messages to and from all the Gods. I will walk with you into the Underworld to find 
the ferryman. I delight in contests be they of might, skill, or intellect. I work and teach 
magic. Gaia Community's commitment to honest dealings, communication that is clear 
and available in multiple ways, healing magic, and friendly competition around the 
games table are all pleasing to me. It would be a pleasure to be your patron, and see 
you continue to grow and develop new ideas and skills in your foundational areas 
during these troubling times. 
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News from Heart of the dove
Our building has undergone an amazing series of transformations in the last several months. There is a beautiful 
room upstairs in the south, perfect for yoga classes or small rituals. Downstairs, the floor plan has changed to 
include a large storage area, a third restroom, space for a shop in the front, and a new “great room” space. If you 
haven't visited in a while, we hope to see you again soon, so you can see the progress!

More to know:
T-Shirt Sale! Head to http://gaiauu.spreadshirt.com/ and pick your favorite design for a Gaia 
Community logo shirt. A variety of styles, sizes, and colors are available. 
Craft Circle: Join us June 23, and July 28, from 7-9 PM at Erin's place (4301 W 74th Terr. Prairie 
Village, KS 66208) for Craft Circle. Bring your current project along and enjoy time to chat and craft. This is a kid-
friendly, single-cat venue.
Games Night: Join us July 15, at 7 PM for Games Night. Bring along some games, some friends, and 
some snacks (if you like), and play with us. 
Social Justice Presents a Series on Food Justice: Join us June 30, at 7 PM, at 
Kimberly & David's place (1306 E. 118th St., KCMO) when we will be watching the second episode of Michael 
Pollan's "Cooked", which relates to the element of Water and focuses on cooking in pots. There will be a potluck 
dinner while we watch, and a discussion following.   
Storytelling Group: Join us July 21, at 7 PM, at Kimberly & David's place (1306 E. 118th St., KCMO). 
The storytelling group learns and practices techniques for telling stories effectively, and shares works in progress.
Ritual for Business Minutes: You can read minutes from our RfB meetings at 
http://gaiacommunity.org/rfbminutes If you miss a meeting, it's a great way to catch up on our committees and 
changes to the building!

Gaia Committees and Business Meetings

June 25 & July 23: Ritual for Business 10 AM at Heart of the Dove

July 7: Ritual Teams 7 PM at Heart of the Dove

July 13: Social Justice 7 PM at Heart of the Dove

Blessings to you at summer solstice!

Contact Earth Healer
Send letters, articles, poetry, borrowed wisdom, comments, and suggestions to eh@gaiacommunity.org 
no later than July 20, 2016.-- Jamie, Editor

Three great ways to stay up to date with Gaia Community (and use no paper):
Website: http://gaiacommunity.org

Facebook group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/GaiaCommunity/
Gaia Mailing List: gaiauu@yahoogroups.com

mailto:gaiauu@yahoogroups.com
http://gaiacommunity.org/rfbminutes

